
FIJI WOMEN’S CRISIS CENTRE
N E W S L E T T E R

SEPTEMBER 2008

FWCC calls for Baleiloa inq uir y

FWCC Coordinator
Shamima Ali was
awarded the Rotary

Foundation’s highest
accolade - the Paul Harris
Fellowship Award - on July
5.

The award, named in
memory of Rotary’s
founder, was presented by
Rotary Fiji’s outgoing
president Hemendra Nagin.
The award,which includes a
medal, is presented “in
appreciation of tangible
and significant assistance
given for furtherance of
better understanding and friendly relations

among peoples of the
world.”

It is the prerogative of an
outgoing Rotary president
who to give the award to.
Nagin said he chose Ali
because of her efforts to
uphold democracy and fight
for women’s and children’s
rights.

Ali said the award was
special because it recognised
the work of the Fiji Women’s
Crisis Centre.

Other recipients of the
award in Fiji have included
Waisale Serevi, Sir Moti

Tikram and Ratu Joni Madraiwiwi.

The Fiji Women’s Crisis Centre continues to
call for an immediate investigation into the
death of prison escapee Josefa Baleiloa on
September 16.
Baleiloa had been in a coma for several

months after his violent arrest.He succumbed
to generalised infection caused by bedsores,as
well as brain haemorrhage.

FWCC deputy coordinator Edwina
Kotoisuva said the investigation should be
genuine with the intention of finding those
responsible and bringing relevant charges
against them.

“The issue of police brutality or brutality
by the disciplined forces should never go

unchallenged,” said Kotoisuva.
“If this issue is not addressed with the

intention of holding those responsible to
account,then we are dismissing the life of this
young man.What was done to him was a total
violation of human rights and an abuse of
power by the disciplined forces.”

The FWCC says that regardless of what
crime a person has committed,everyone has
the right to equal treatment under the law.

Kotoisuva reinforced the message against
police brutality at a community policing event
at Flagstaff in Suva on September 20.Police
brutality, she said,is a persistent issue in the
force that threatens to undo the public’s faith

in those who are supposed to be upholding
the law.

“Police brutality is not only about the
violation of human rights but it breaks down
relationships between the community and the
police force,” Kotoisuva told the event,which
included police officers and the community.

“It is important that as keepers of the law,
members of the police force are well above
the average citizen in terms of being law
abiding.We need to ensure that the oath
which they have taken is held in high regard
because for you as officers of the law, you are
a walking example for every civilian of what a
law-abiding citizen is supposed to be.

“The ethics and principles of policing
needs to be demonstrated in such a way that
the community wants to be part of any police
programme. This involves a disciplined and
ethical approach to dealing with all people,
including criminals.To mobilise community
support, we need to demonstrate that we
ourselves do not engage in criminal
behaviour.”

Getting a
Restraining

Order

Fi j i  W omen’s  Cr is is  Centre
Supported by

In light of the increasing demands for
restraining orders, the FWCC has
launched a new brochure with simplified
explanation for obtaining one. The
brochure funded by Asia Foundation  is
available at all FWCC offices.

Outgoing president of R otary Fiji,
Hemendra Nagin presents Shamima
with her award.

FWCC continues to forge relationships with the police. Here the Northern police officers wear the Stop
Rape t -shirts as they prepare for their rugby match in Suva.
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Ali gets highest Rotary Award

YOU HAVE THERIGHT TO
BE FREE FROM VIOLENCE



APRIL
l 7th - A 30-year-old
woman was admitted at the
Lautoka Hospital after being
stabbed several times in the
head and back by her
boyfriend.  
11th -  A senior pastor in
Dreketi was yet to be charged
for allegedly raping his 17-year-
old daughter on several
occasion two years ago. 
l 17th - A 42-year-old man was
wanted by police in Rakiraki for
allegedly raping his 15-year-old
daughter on several occasions
between 2005 and 2006.

l 23rd - A man who allegedly raped
a 22-year-old woman was yet to be
apprehended. The victim was at a
drinking party with the suspect and
other friends when she was dragged by
the suspect to a room and raped.
l 23rd - A van driver was given a
suspended sentence by the Lautoka
Magistrate’s Court after pleading guilty
to assaulting his wife. He was let off
because he told the court he was the
sole breadwinner and promised not to
reoffend.
l 23rd - A 71-year-old farmer who
allegedly raped a 14-year-old girl was
granted bail by the Lautoka court. The
case came to light when the teenager

b e c a m e
pregnant.

l 25 th
- A seven-
y e a r- o l d
g i r l
re tu rn ing
form school
w a s
al legedly
taken to
an isolated
spot by a
21 -yea r -

old man on
horseback
a n d
raped. 

MAY
l 4th -  A man who escaped from
prison broke into a home and raped a
woman and terrorised her family. 
l 4th - An 18-year-old boy denied
raping his 15-year-old sister on 22
separate occasions between June and
July last year.
l 16th - A secondary school student
was raped at a drinking party and
admitted in hospital in Suva.
l 17th - A 60-year-old man appeared
in court for allegedly raping his
daughter and daughter-in-law over
two decades. 
l 23rd - A 24-year-old woman was
raped by the owner of the house where
she and her husband were guests.
Police said the accused locked the
h u s b a n d
outside before
raping the
woman.
l 27th - A
man who
r e p e a t e d l y
raped his
d a u g h t e r
because he
was having
problems with
his de-facto
wife was
jailed for 10
years by the Tavua court.
l 31st - The High Court rejected an
appeal against a four-year sentence by
a 28-year-old man who indecently
assaulted a four-year-old girl.
JUNE
l 9th - Police were looking for a 45-
year-year old man who allegedly
abducted and raped a 30-year-old
woman in Seaqaqa settlement in
Labasa.  
l 11th - A former journalist was
charged with the murder of his wife, a
British national, after an early morning
argument in their home.
l 14th - A casual worker pleaded
guilty to a charge of annoying a
female and assault. The Labasa man
physically assaulted his wife three
times after she rejected his orders to
hang herself.

l AND MORE
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Calendar of crimesS African
Women’s Day
T he South African High Commission in Suva

hosted an event to mark South Africa’s
Women’s Day national holiday in August.

Women’s Day in South Africa is celebrated
on August 9, the day women’s advocates
remember the mass demonstration organised
in 1956 by the Federation of South African
Women against apartheid “pass laws” for
women that would restrict their freedom of
movement.

In Suva,the day was celebrated on August
13 and opened by South African High
Commissioner C H Qomoyi.

Four South African women, including a
diplomat,shared their personal experiences of
apartheid and of a democratic South Africa
after 1994.

FWCC Coordinator Shamima Ali praised
the High Commission for being the first foreign
mission to organise a women-focussed event.

On August 9, 1956, more than 20,000
women led by trade unionist and political
activist Lillian Ngoyi, Helen Joseph,Albertina
Sisulu and Sophia Williams-De Bruyn,marched
on Pretoria in a multi-racial show of solidarity.

They delivered a petition with thousands of
signatures to the Prime Minister JG Strijdom,
whose secretary accepted instead.

The women were protesting a new law that
would require women to carry passes,which
non-white African men were already obliged to
carry.

The pass laws, first introduced in 1923,
required all non-white South African men,to
carry permits at all times in urban areas that
were deemed the “white” part of the country.

Anyone found without a pass would be
arrested immediately and sent to a rural area.

By 1952,the apartheid government was
planning to extend the law to cover non-white
South African women.

Two years after that the Federation of
South African Women was founded at
Johannesburg.The Federation,according to its
founding charter, was made up of “wives and
mothers,working women and housewives” of
all ethnicities.

The opposition to the pass laws reached a
tragic point in 1960 during the Sharpeville
massacre when police opened fire on a crowd
of black protesters killing 69 people, including
eight women and 10 children.

The system of pass laws was finally repealed
in 1986, three decades after the Pretoria
protest.

f i j i  w o m e n ’ s  c r i s i s  c e n t r e
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Rokovada questions violence in society
V IOLENCE is woven into the

fabric of most societies,in
many forms and at multiple

levels.
Commissioner Western Joeli

Rokovada made the comment while
opening a three-day workshop on
gender-based violence and women’s
rights in July.

“Whether physical, verbal,
sexual or psychological,whether
inflicted by individuals,groups,
institutions or nations,violence
threatens the body in numerous
complex ways,” Rokovada told
participants while opening the
workshop in Lautoka.

“Violence affects the lives of
women worldwide, in all socio-
economic and educational classes.It
cuts across cultural and religious
barriers, impeding the right of
women to participate fully in
society.”

The workshop was organised
by the Ministry of Women and
facilitated by FWCC Coordinator
Shamima Ali.

The workshop was attended by
33 women and men from
government, including police
officers, and NGOs such as the
Soqosoqo Vakamarama (Fijian
women’s group) and Pacific
Counselling and Social Services.

Rokovada said the issue of
violence against women and sexual

and physical abuse of children in Fiji
was sad,adding that a lot more
cases go unreported.

“One wonders what has
happened to our society in terms
of morality, ethics and values given
the varying magnitude and nature of
the crimes committed,” Rokovada
said.

To highlight the prevalence of
violence against women,Rokovada
quoted statistics for the Ba district
between 1999 and February 2008.
During the period there were 1339
reported cases of domestic
violence, 47 cases of rape, 63 of
child abuse,58 of sexual harassment
and 1012 other crimes against
women.

Rokovada said the public often
looked to the government and

police to take the lead role in
dealing with violence in the home.
But he urged participants to
consider what they could do as
individuals,families, communities
and organisations to tackle violence
against women and children.

“I think in most cases we have
missed the mark.Fundamental to
human development, it all must
begin with the individual and the
family level where child
development and upbringing all
starts,” Rokovada told participants.

He reminded participants of
Fiji’s commitments on the

international stage which are
central to women’s equality and
empowerment, such as the
Convention on the Political Rights
of Women 1954 and the
Convention on the Elimination of all
forms of Discrimination Against
Women 1995 (CEDAW).

“What is needed is a change of
the heart attitude,the inner person.
It involves physical, mental and
spiritual development of a person
that brings out love and respect for
everyone. When you love and
respect someone, you will not do
anything to hurt that person.”

Commissioner W estern Joeli
Rokovada

Participants who attended the Lautoka workshop.

Participants of the R egional T raining P rogramme. Bottom left: Shamima with
the Maldivian participants.

Maldivians attend FWCCtraining
Five Maldivians were part of the Regional Training Programme

organised by the FWCC in July.The five - one woman and four men -
are social workers employed by the Ministry of Gender and Family in

the Indian Ocean island country.
A 44-strong group, including participants from across the Pacific and Fiji,

underwent one month of intensive training on a range of issues.These
included gender sensitivity, domestic violence, sexual harassment,child
abuse, rape,counselling,legal literacy,how to use the media,information and
data collection,preparing workshops,conducting campaigning,women’s role
in peacemaking,lobbying and advocacy.

Sova Kaulotu,from the soon-to-be-launched Rakiraki Women’s Crisis
Centre,described the month-long training as a “baptism of fire”.She said she
hoped to use the knowledge and skills she acquired to better protect and
promote the rights of women and children.

At the end of the training,diverse and emotional presentations were
made by the various groups as a way to express what they had learnt.

Poems were read by several of the participants:Angela Apa of PNG,Mauzreen
Bi of Homes of Hope,Mere Borisi of ECREA,whose poem is printed below.

A girl going to school

Wake up,it’s 4
You’re a girl
You can’t afford to sleep
You have to study, wash all the
dishes
Prepare breakfast and lunch
You are going to run a home one
day

Then you wash up and get ready
for school
You walk to school

And you’re late all the time
Get another telling off of your life

You are depressed in class
And you can’t concentrate
Oye! There’s always lots of things
to do
Even when you are free
You can’t stop thinking

By 4 in the afternoon
You are so exhausted
But hey the day aint over yet
There’re chores at home

There’s homework and study to
do

Despite all of your efforts
You are still criticised,beaten,
sworn at
Is it because I am not good
enough
Or is it because I am a girl
Why can’t I be excepted 
And appreciated for all that I am
But hey girl you gotta go to sleep
it’s 12 o’clock

by Mer e Borisi of ECREA
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MA Y 2008
• Senior citizens -  Domestic
violence (DV), rape
JUNE 2008
• Salialevu P rimary School -
Good and bad touches, 8  rules of
safety
• South Taveuni P rimary -
Child sexual abuse (CSA), Rules of
safety
• Vuna Primary School - CSA
and 8 rules of safety 
• Navakawau Catholic
Primary - CSA and 8 rules of
safety 
• Somosomo  District School -
CSA and 8 rules of safety 
• Central T aveuni - CSA and 8
rules of safety
• Central T aveuni - CAS,
pornography, paedophilia, 8 rules

of safety 
• Taveuni police - Sex and
gender, DV
• Vuniuto Village - Roles, DV
• Wainikeli P rimary - CSA, 8
rules of safety, pornography
• Naselesle  P rimary - CSA,  8
rules of safety
JULY 2008
• Nailaga (Ba) Male
Awareness - Gender, domestic
violence, sexual harassment
• Ba Methodist Church Y outh
Fellowship - Domestic violence,
rape, child sexual abuse
• Fiji Sugar Corporation
Kindergarten - Child sexual
abuse
• Savadrua, Dreketi - Domestic
violence/child sexual 
• Lautoka City Council

Chambers - Violence against
women and children, domestic
violence
• Commissioner W estern ’s
Office - Violence against women
and children, child Abuse and
rape
• Provincial Office - Domestic
violence, rape
• Andrews Kindergarten -
Good and bad touches, 8 rules of
safety, and good and bad secrets
• Drasa Muslim P rimary &
Kindergarten - Good and bad
touches, 8 rules of safely, and
good and bad secrets
• Nanuku Community - DV,
sexual assault, child sexual abuse,
sexual harassment
• Verata Mother ’s Club - Child
sexual abuse, suicide

•

Raralevu Mother ’s Club -
Domestic violence, child sexual
assault, suicide
• Davuilevu Housing -
Domestic violence, child sexual
assault, suicide
• Holy Trinity Kindergarten
parents - Child sexual abuse,
neglect 
• Nunuku Settlement Mothers’
Club - Child sexual assault,
domestic violence, sexual
harassment, rape.

C O M M U N I T Y E D U C AT I O N

A group of youths in Ba
underw ent training in
July to help them

become male adv ocates for
women’ s rights.

The 30 par ticipants of the
“Chariot of Fir e” gr oup in
Naila ga were taken thr ough
sessions on gender sensitivity ,
domestic violence , rape and
child sexual abuse.

As par t of their training
they developed an action plan
to r elate what the y learned to
their dail y lives.

Anar e
Nawalu Masi,
29,
Nabuk ebuke,
Kadavu

“I am
thankful for
this awareness

because it has made me aware of
where I was standing and where I
want to stand in the future.Since I
am a father and a leader of a
household,I have learnt that men
are not the sole decision-makers in
the home - it is a partnership
between husband and wife. There
are so many obstacles that stop us
from making a change like tradition,
culture and religion,but we must
overcome these for the betterment
of the our families.This awareness
has taught me that these can be
changed.”

Kaliova Naio
No . 1, 33,
Naila ga, Ba

“ T h i s
workshop has
made me look
clearly and
deeply into the
issues we have learnt about.I have
gone through domestic violence
and even ended up in the hands of
the law. I am thankful to God for
giving me the opportunity to learn
about gender, domestic violence,
child abuse, rape and sexual
harassment.I will try my best to
share what I have learnt with my
family and bring up my children in

the right and loving way.”

Kaliova Naio
No . 2, 30,
Naila ga, Ba

“Thr ough
this workshop I
have learned so
much in
gender, rights
and types of abuse.This training has
empowered me and changed my
perspective on how I see women
and children who are victims of
violence and abuse. We are human
beings and should be treated
equally.”

Joji, Naila ga,
Ba

“I have
four sisters
and I spend
more time
relaxing while
they are doing
the housework. This training has
taught me a lot.Sharing of work is
very important. Women can do
men’s work and men can do
women’s work. In the village, it is
a fun thing to swear at people
while not realising that it is verbal
abuse and hurts to be sworn at. I
need to change the way I speak to
others.”

Participants of the "Chariot of fire" group in Ba.

Women attend a workshop held at Davuilevu Housing .

Staff profile
NAME: Mehmuda
Mohammed
POSITION:
Counsellor
“It is a privilege
working for the
FWCC which not
only rejects all

forms of violence against women
and children but also protects and
promotes their rights which are often
denied or violated. Being with the
centre for the past four years has not
only enriched me professionally but
also personally.”

Nailaga Youths become adv ocates


