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FWCC calls for Balelloa ing uiry

ijWWomens Crisis Cente contirues to
all br an immediate ivestigation into the
eath of prison esqeee dsefa Baleiloa on
eptember 16.

Baleiloa had been in a comer fseveral
months after his violent aest.He succumbed
to generalised iefction caused pbedsoes,as
well as brain haemohnage

FWCC deputy coodinator Edwina
Kotoisuva said the iestigation should be
geruine with the intention of ihding those
responsible and bringingelevant charges
against them.

“The issue of police brutality or brutality
by the disciplined drces should nmeer go

unchallengetsaid kotoisuva.

“If this issue is not adtessed with the
intention of holding those esponsible to
accountthen we are dismissing the éfof this
young manVhat was done to him was a total

in those who ae supposed to be upholding
the law.

“Police brutality is not ont about the
violation of human rights but it baks devn
relationships beteen the commnity and the

violation of human rights and an abuse ofpolice brce Kotoisuva told the gent,which

power by the disciplineddrces.

The FWCC sgs that egadless of what
crime a person has committedyeryone has
the right to equal teatment under the la.

included police offers and the commumity.

“It is important that as kepers of the la,
members of the policeofce ae well aboe
the aerage citizen in terms of beingwa

Kotoisuva einbrced the message againstabidingWe need to ensw that the oath

police brutality at a comomity policing egent
at Flagstaff in Suva on September Rflice
brutality, she saidis a persistent issue in the
force that threatens to undo the publifaith

FWCC continues to forge relationships with the police. Here the Northern police officers wear the Stop
Rape t-shirts as they prepare for their rugby match in Suva.

| 0 highes

WCC Coordinator

Shamima Ali was

awvarded the Rotay
Foundations highest|
accolade - the Paul Has
FellowshipAward - on aily
5

. The avard, named in

memory of  Rotan’s
founder was pesented ly
Rotary  Fijis outging

president Hemendra Nagir]
The avard,which includes &
medal, is presented “in

appreciation of tang|b|90utgomg president of R otary FIJI
and S|gnltant assistanceélemendra Nagin presents Shamima

th h
given br furtherance of "ithheraward

better understanding and friendlrelations

ary Awarg

among peoples of the
world.”
. It is the prerogatie of an
outgoing Rotay president
who to giwe the avard to.
Nagin said he chosdli
because of her aifts to
uphold democracy andght
for women$ and childens
| rights.
/ Ali said the ward was
] special because iecognised
the work of the Fijiwomens
| Crisis Cente.

Other recipients of the
awvard in Fiji hae included
Waisale Sewi, Sir Moti

Tikram and Ratuahi Madraiwiwi.

which they hae talken is held in highegad
becausedr you as oficers of the I, you are
a walking examplef every civilian of what a
lav-abiding citizen is supposed to.be

“The ethics and principles of policing
needs to be demonstrated in such aymhat
the comnunity wants to be parof any police
programme This inolves a disciplined and
ethical pproach to dealing with all people
including criminalsTo mobilise commnity
suppot, we need to demonstrate that &
ourseles do not engage in criminal
behaiour”

YOU HAETHERIGHT TO
BE FREE FRM VIOLENCE

Getting a
Restraining

Fiji Women's cCrisis Cen!re

Supported by # -

In light of the increasing demands or
restraining orders, the FWCC has
launched a new brochure with simplified
explanation for obtaining one. The
brochure funded by Asia Foundation is
available at all FWCC ofices.

Telephone: (679) 3313 300. Fax: (679) 3313 650. Email: fwcc@connect.com.fji www fijiw omen.com
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S African
Women's Day

he SouthAfrican High Commission in Suva

hosted an gent to mark SouthAfricas
Women$ Dgy national holidain August.

Womens Dy in SouthAfrica is celebrated
on August 9,the day women$ adwcates

remember the mass demonstration organised boyfriend.

in 1956 ly the Federation of SouthAfrican
Women against mgartheid “pass lavs” for
women that would restrict their freedom of
movement.

In Suvathe day was celebrated oAugust
13 and opened Y South African High
Commissioner C H Qomgi.

Four South African women, including a
diplomat,shaed their personal experiences of
gpartheid and of a democratic SouthAfrica
after 1994.

FWCC Coordinator Shamimali praised
the High Commissiorof being the iirst foreign
mission to organise a@men-bcussed eent.

On August 9,1956, more than 20,000
women led ly trade unionist and political
activist Lillian Ngyi, Helen dseph,Albertina
Sisulu and SophWilliams-De Bruynmarched
on Petoria in a nulti-racial shav of solidarity

They delivered a petition with thousands of
signatues to the Prime Minister JG Strijdom,
whose secetary accepted instead.

The women were protesting a nev lav that
would require women to cary passeswhich
non-whiteAfrican men were already obliged to
camy.

The pass las, first introduced in 1923,
required all non-white SouttAfrican mento
cary permits at all times in urban eas that
were deemed théwhite” part of the country.

Anyone Pund without a pass wuld be
arrested immediatgland sent to a rural @a.

By 1952,the gartheid gvernment was
planning to extend the Yato cover non-white
SouthAfrican women.

Two years after that the &deration of
South African Women was dunded at
Dbhannesburglhe Federation,accoring to its
founding chater, was made up ofwives and
mothers,working women and houseives” of
all ethnicities.

The opposition to the passus reached a
tragic point in 1960 during the Shanpke
massa@ when police openedrk on a cowd
of black potesters killing 69 peoplencluding
eight women and 10 childm.

The system of passia was ihall repealed
in 1986, three decades after the Pioria
protest.

Calendar

APRIL

| 7th - A 30-year-old

woman was admitted at the
Lautoka Hospital after being
stabbed several times in the
head and back by her

11th - A senior pastor in
Dreketi was yet to be charged
for allegedly raping his 17-year-
old daughter on several
occasion two years ago.

| 17th - A 42-year-old man was
wanted by police in Rakiraki for
allegedly raping his 15-year-old
daughter on several occasions
between 2005 and 2006.

T O o, eI '
N iy

| 23rd - A man who allegedly raped
a 22-year-old woman was yet to be
apprehended. The victim was at a
drinking party with the suspect and
other friends when she was dragged by
the suspect to a room and raped.
I 23rd - A van driver was given a
suspended sentence by the &utoka
Magistrate’s Court after pleading guilty
to assaulting his wife. He was let off
because he told the court he was the
sole breadwinner and promised not to
reoffend.
I 23rd - A 71-year-old farmer who
allegedly raped a 14-year-old girl was
granted bail by the Lautoka court. The
case came to light when the teenager
became
pregnant.
I 25th
- A seven-
year-old
g i r |
returning
form school
w a s
allegedly
taken to
an isolated
spot by a
21-year-
old man on
horseback
a n d
raped.

of crimes

MAY
| 4th - A man who escaped from

prison broke into a home and raped a

woman and terrorised her family.

| 4th - An 18-year-old boy denied

raping his 15-year-old sister on 22

separate occasions between June and
July last year

| 16th - A secondary school student
was raped at a drinking party and

admitted in hospital in Suva.

| 17th - A 60-year-old man appeared

in court for allegedly raping his

daughter and daughter-in-law over

two decades.

I 23rd - A 24-year-old woman was

raped by the owner of the house where
she and her husband were guests.
Police said the accused locked the
husband
outside before

raping  the < Indecent landiord
woman.

I 27t - A 2 told to serve term
man who

repeatedly

raped his

daughter Jlin e e

because  he W=l i

was having ¢hsssonrman
problems with Je ™1 el kn a2
his  de-facto \io wn e i o

wife was RN

jailed for 10

years by the Bvua court.

| 31st - The High Court rejected an
appeal against a four-year sentence by
a 28-year-old man who indecently
assaulted a fouryear-old girl.

JUNE

| 9th - Police were looking for a 45-

year-year old man who allegedly

abducted and raped a 30-year-old

woman in Seagaga settlement in
Labasa.

| 11th - A former journalist was

charged with the murder of his wife, a
British national, after an early morning

argument in their home.

| 14th - A casual worker pleaded
guilty to a charge of annoying a

female and assault. The labasa man

physically assaulted his wife three
times after she rejected his orders to
hang herself.

| AND MORE
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Rokovada questions violence in society

IOLENCE is wven into the
Vfabric of most societiesn

mary forms and at roltiple
levels.

CommissionerWestern deli
Rokovada made the comment while
opening a thee-dg workshop on
gendesbased violence andomens
rights in aly.

“Whether physical, verbal,
sexual or psychologicalyhether
inflicted ly individuals,groups,
institutions or nations,violence
threatens the body in umemus
complex wgs, Rokovada told
participants while opening the
workshop in Lautoka.

“Violence afécts the lies of
women worldwide, in all socio-
economic and educational clasdes.
cuts acoss cultural and aligious
bariers, impeding the right of
women to paticipate fuly in

Commissioner W estern Joeli

Rokovada

and plysical abuse of chilen in Fiji
was sadadling that a lot moe
cases g unreported.

“One wonders what ha

happened to our society in termsParticipants who attended the Lautoka workshop.

of morality ethics and values g
the varying magnitude and natiof

police to tale the lead ole in

international stage which ar

the crimes committed, Rokovada
said.

To highlight the pevalence of
violence against @men, Rolovada

society’

The workshop was organised
by the Ministy of Women and
facilitated ly FWCC Coordinator

dealing with violence in the home central to women$ equality and
But he urged paicipants to empowverment, such as the
consider what thg could do as Convention on the Blitical Rights
individuals,families,communities of Women 1954 and the
and organisations to tackle violence Convention on the Elimination of all

Shamimali. quoted statisticsdr the Ba district
The workshop was attendedyp  between 1999 and ébruary 2008.

33 women and men f&m  During the period thee were 1339

government, including police reported cases of domestic

officers, and NGOs such as the
Sogosoqo Vakamarama  (Fijian
womens goup) and Padi
Counselling and Social Sares.
Rokovada said the issue of
violence against @men and sexual

violence 47 cases of ae, 63 of

child abusgb8 of sexual harassment family

against wmen and childen.

“l think in most cases & hare
missed the markFundamental to
human deelopment, it all must
begin with the individual and the
level where child

and 1012 other crimes against development and upbringing all

women.
Rolovada said the public often
looked to the gvernment and

starts;’ Rokovada told paicipants.
He reminded paticipants of
Fijis commitments on the

forms of DiscriminationAgainst
Women 1995 (CEBW).

“What is needed is a change of
the heat attitude, the inner person.
It involves plysical, mental and
spiritual deelopment of a person
that brings out lee and espect ér
eweryone. When you love and
respect someoneyou will not do
arything to hut that person.

Maldivians atend FWCCtraining

organised ¥ the FWCC in dly.The fve - one woman anddur men -
are social verkers emplged by the Ministy of Gender and Fargilin
the Indian Ocean island coumtr
A 44-strong goup,including paicipants fom acioss the Padif and Fiji,
underwent one month of intensi training on a range of issudhese
included gender sensitivitglomestic violencesexual harassmenthild
abuserape, counsellingegal literacyhow to use the medianformation and
data collectionpreparing verkshopsconducting campaigninggmens role
in peacemakingpbbying and achcacy
Sova Kaulotufrom the soon-to-be-launched Rakirakiomen$ Crisis
Centre,described the month-long training a%aptism of fre”. She said she
hoped to use the knaledge and skills she acedrto better protect and
promote the rights of vamen and childen.
At the end of the trainingdiverse and emotional gsentations wre
made ly the various grups as a wato express what thg had learnt.
Foems vere read ly seeral of the paticipantsAngelapa of PNGMauzeen
Bi of Homes of HopgMere Borisi of ECREAvhose poem is printed beta

Five Maldivians are pat of the RegionalTraining Pogramme

Wale upjt's 4
Youte a girl
You can't affd to slee

dishes
day

for stool
You valk to shool

A girl going to school

You have to stu,dwas% all the

Pepae beakést and lurit
You ae ging to run a home one You can't stop thinking

Then you ash up andej ready

Participants of the R egional T raining P rogramme. Bottom left: Shamima with
the Maldivian participants.

And yor# late all the time Thees homwork and study to
Get another telling off of yoar lif do

You ae depessed inlass Despite all of your @ib
And you can’t conceber ~ You ae still dticised,beaten,
Oye!Thees alvays lots of things sworn at
to do Is it because | am nobogl
Even when youegiree enough
Or is it because | am a girl
Why can't | be excepte
And appeciateddr all that | am
But hey girl yowtta @ to sleep
it's 12 0’k

by Mere Borisi of ECREA

By 4 in the afternoon
You ae so exhausted
But hey the day aintes gt
Theete does at home
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Nailaga Y ouths become adv ocates

group of youths in Ba
‘ \ underw ent training in

duly to help them
become male adv ocates for
women’s rights.

The 30 par ticipants of the
“Chariot of Fir e” group in
Nailaga were taken thr ough
sessions on gender sensitivity ,
domestic violence , rape and
child sexual abuse.

As part of their training
they developed an action plan
to r elate what the y learned to
their dail y lives.

Anare
Nawalu Masi,
29,
Nabuk ebuke,
Kadavu

“ am
thankful  or
this avareness

because it has made mevare of
where | was standing and wheed
want to stand in the futug. Since |

am a father and a leader of a

household,| have learnt that men
are not the sole decision-maks in
the home - it is a panership
between husband and wifThere
are so may obstacles that stop us
from making a changedikradition,
culture and eligion,but we must
overcome thesedr the betterment
of the our familiesThis avareness

Participants of the "Chariot of fire" group in Ba.

Kaliova Naio
No. 1, 33,
Nailaga, Ba
“This
workshop has
made me look
clearly and
deepy into the
issues & have learnt aboutl have
gone through domestic violence
and een ended up in the hands of
the lav. | am thankful to God dr
giving me the oppdunity to learn
about genderdomestic violence
child abuse rape and sexual
harassmentl will try my best to

has taught me that these can be shae what | hae learnt with ny

changed.

MAY 2008

» Senior citizens -
violence (DV), rape
JUNE 2008

» Salialevu Primary School -
Good and bad touches, 8 rules of
safety

e South Taveuni Primary -
Child sexual abuse (CSA), Rules of
safety

Domestic

¢ Vuna Primary School - CSA
and 8 rules of safety
» Navakawau Catholic

Primary - CSA and 8 rules of
safety
¢ Somosomo District School -

CSA and 8 rules of safety

¢ Central Taveuni - CSA and 8
rules of safety
e Central Taveuni - CAS,

pornography, paedophilia, 8 rules

famiy and bring up m childen in

of safety

e Taveuni police - Sex and
gender, DV

e Vuniuto Village - Roles, DV

* Wainikeli P rimary - CSA 8

rules of safety pornography
* Naselesle Primary - CSA 8
rules of safety

JULY 2008
* Nailaga (Ba) Male
Awareness - Gender, domestic

violence, sexual harassment

* Ba Methodist Church Y outh
Fellowship - Domestic violence,
rape, child sexual abuse

e Fiji  Sugar Corporation
Kindergarten - Child sexual
abuse

e Savadrua, Dreketi
violence/child sexual
* Lautoka City

- Domestic

Council

Women attend a workshop held at Davuilevu Housing

the right and leing wg."

Kaliova Naio
No. 2, 30,
Nailaga, Ba
“Through
this workshop |
have learned so
much in
gender rights
and types of abus€his training has
empavered me and changed ym
perspectie on hav | see vomen
and childen who ae victims of
violence and abusi&/e ar human
beings and should be eated

equay.”

COMMUNITYEDUCAIION

Chambers - Violence against
women and children, domestic
violence

« Commissioner W estern’s
Office - Violence against women
and children, child Abuse and
rape

¢ Provincial Office
violence, rape

« Andrews Kindergarten -
Good and bad touches, 8 rules of
safety and good and bad secrets

e« Drasa Muslim P rimary &

Kindergarten - Good and bad

touches, 8 rules of safely and

good and bad secrets

¢ Nanuku Community - DV,
sexual assault, child sexual abuse,
sexual harassment

* Verata Mother ’'s Club - Child

sexual abuse, suicide

- Domestic

Joji, Nailaga,
Ba

“ have
four sisters
and | spend
more time
relaxing while
they are doing

the housevork. This training has
taught me a lotSharing of wrk is
very important. Women can do
mens work and men can do
womens work. In the villageit is
a fun thing to wear at people
while not realising that it iserbal
abuse and huas to be svorn at.|
need to change the wd speak to
others”

Raralevu Mother 's Club -
Domestic violence, child sexual
assault, suicide

¢ Davuilevu Housing -
Domestic violence, child sexual
assault, suicide

e Holy Trinity Kindergarten
parents - Child sexual abuse,
neglect

¢ Nunuku Settlement Mothers’
Club - Child sexual assault,
domestic violence, sexual
harassment, rape.

Staff profile

NAME : Mehmuda
Mohammed

POSITION:

Counsellor

“It is a privilege
working for the
FWCC which not
only rejects all
forms of violence against womer
and children but also protects and
promotes their rights which are often
denied or violated. Being with the
centre for the past four years has n
only enriched me professionally by
also personally

—~ =




